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eighteen hundred years before, and had had a regular garrison there.
Never had the greatness of Rome been brought more vividly home to
me. All my life I have liked to think that the old Romans, who held
Britain for four hundred years, left behind them something more than
their roads; that the Christian religion, and London, and some of their
great virtues have become part of our heritage.
Geoffrey Archer had reached Khartoum only a few days before
Dick More and I got there. The three main problems to be solved
concerned the creation of the Sudan Defence Force, the provision of
money for the administration of the country, which had hitherto been
provided (£700,000,1 think) by the Egyptian Government, and the
development of the Gezira and Kassala cotton crops, which formed
the chief visible wealth of the Sudan. Luckily in General Huddleston,
who had joined the Guards as a private in the South African War and
had risen from the ranks, the Sudan Government had a very com-
petent and able officer to organize the new force. His cousin, another
Huddleston who had been at Eton with me, and was a regular member
of the Sudan Service, was an expert in cotton growing; while as its
financial adviser the Sudan Government had George Schuster, a
brilliant authority on all monetary affairs who was afterwards financial
adviser to the Indian Government. What the young Sudan Govern-
ment owed to Schuster was incalculable, since not only was he an
expert in his own subject but a man whose counsel was worth taking
on almost any question—and as a matter of fact, money does affect
almost every question relating to administration. I should have liked
H.M. Government to take over the £700,000 liability, but this the
stepmotherly Treasury was unwilling to do. To my mind, it seemed
undignified and impolitic to ask or to insist that as part of the ulti-
matum the Egyptians, once evicted from the Sudan, should go on
paying this contribution. But there it is; in peade-time it is the hardest
thing in the world to get the Treasury to spend money abroad. Our
parsimony in this respect is in glaring contrast to what poorer
countries such as the French, Italians, or Germans used to spend on
any purpose calculated to increase their prestige or serve as propa-
ganda.
Dick More and I were staying at the Palace, and after our second
meeting with Archer and his advisers Dick came into my room that
evening and asked me what I thought of the new Governor-General.
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